
 

September—November 

Hi everyone, 

Spring has arrived!! Not that the 

weather man has been informed of that 

small fact but we live in the hope some-

one lets him in on the secret eh. Then 

we might see more sunshine. If only! 

I spoke of the vege garden last newslet-

ter so a quick update: the garlic shoots 

look promising!  Nothing much else go-

ing on yet but I need to think about 

beans soon. 

Blue grape hyacinths have braved the 

cold and popped their heads up over the 

edge of the garden pots. So far none of 

them have become puppy fodder. I won-

der what it is about flowers and Leos. 

They actually seem to enjoy the experi-

ence of smelling the flowers then 

chomping off their heads, tossing them 

in the air a few times to finally leave 

them abandoned on the lawn. Perhaps 

it’s the canine version of 60 minute 

makeover!  It certainly does nothing for 

the aesthetics of the garden. 

On the club front I guess things have 

been ticking over at a winter  pace. Our 

AGM was held at one of the funky little 

cafes in Tirau. We didn’t allow for the 

business of the weekend and found the 

place to be a hive of activity and noise 

but eventually the crowds thinned a lit-

tle and we could hear ourselves think. I 

was nominated back into the presidents 

seat along with a solid team sitting on 

the committee and we will do our best 

to hold this small club together, and find  

enough to keep you and your Leos inter-

ested in staying in touch. Remember  if 

you have any questions or need any ad-

vice we are only too happy to help. 

We had a stand at the Dunkleys Pet 

Expo in Hamilton too and as per usual 

we talked ourselves hoarse giving ac-

count to anyone who would listen the 

merits of owning a Leo. As you all know 

Leos have been in New Zealand now for 

20 years and it still amazes me that a 

large percentage of the population have 

never heard of them . We have almost 

500 of them here. Where oh where do 

you all hide? I would imagine every time 

you take your dogs out you all get the 

same kind of questions as we do at the 

Expo so you’ll understand exactly how 

we feel after a full weekend of it. Any-

way the Expo weekend was  a great suc-

cess so a huge thanks to our volunteers 

and their dogs. Well done.  

We are in the early stages of planning 

some sort of celebratory event for next 

year. It will be our 10th anniversary as a 

recognized club and we want to share 

that milestone with you all. Keep an ear 

tuned into our activities. 

Our events co-ordinators have also 

come out from winter hibernation and 

are looking at their calendars for some 

suitable dates for more social activities. 

I’m sure invitations will be out soon 

also. 

Now stoke the fire, sit back with a cuppa 

and enjoy the read.   

 Till next time, take care  

   Rosemarie 
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 Pet Expo at Hamilton  

 

August  10th + 11th. 

PET EXPO 
 

Claudelands  

Event Centre 

HAMILTON 

   T   T   T   The     committee 
made a decision a 
few years back that 
we would have one 
stand at the Pet 
Expo each year. It 
means we have to 
prep and groom 
and cart a fair bit of 
stuff back and forth 
to the city of choice 
but somehow we 
manage to engage 
a keen bunch of 
helpers and dogs 
who take on the 
task with enthusi-
asm. Talking to 
complete strangers 
all day for the 
whole weekend and 
answering question 
after question for 
hours on end is ex-
hausting to say the 
least. As a rule the 
general public are 
courteous but there 
is always the excep-
tion to test our re-
serves. The dogs 
seem to take it in 
their stride, the pat-
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ting, the sticky fin-
gers , the occa-
sional whump from 
careless push-
chairs or rambunc-
tious children. They 
really do us proud 
and showcase the 
wonderful tempera-
ment we all know 
Leonbergers have.  
These expos are 
valuable opportuni-
ties to educate the 
general public 
about Leonbergers. 
I’m sure there are a 
fair number of you 
out there saw your 
first Leo at a show 
just like this and 
added them to your 

wish list.  

If you think or hear 
of other PR oppor-
tunities that the 
club could use like 
this then let us 

know. 



http://www.examiner.com/article/why-you-shouldn-t-shave-your-double-coated-dog 
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Double coated dogs refer to the 

animals that, like Huskies, have 

two layers of fur. The first, or 

undercoat, are the fine, fluffy 

hairs that are short and crimp 

(closest to the skin). It's the fur 

that sheds; light and soft. This 

layer is excellent at trapping air 

and insulating the dog. Essen-

tially it keeps them warm in the 

winter, and cool in the summer. 

The topcoat is made up of 

tougher guard hairs that don’t 

shed, and protect your pet from 

the sun’s harmful rays and bug 

bites. It actually insulates them 

from the heat. What this means 

is: do not shave your double 

coated dog. It’s a mistake to 

think you’re helping your animal 

stay cool, particularly in summer, 

when evolution has provided 

them exactly what they need to 

survive. By stripping them of 

their natural ability to heat and 

cool themselves, you could be 

doing more harm than good. 

A key piece of understanding in 

this matter is that, unlike hu-

mans; dogs do not cool them-

selves through their skin. At 

most, it is only the pads of their 

paws that sweat. Their main 

mode of cooling comes from 

panting.                 

Some other common reasons 

folks shave their doubled coated 

dogs are the thinking that the 

animal will stop shedding. 

Pooches with undercoats shed, 

no two ways about it. But even 

after a shave, while the hair may 

be shorter, it can still shed.  

Another is, "it'll always grow 

back". Sometimes it will, other 

times it won't. The older the 

pooch is, the less likely it is that 

the topcoat of guard hairs will 

grow back. This leaves them 

with the undercoat, giving them 

a patchy, scruffy look. It can 

alter their coat for the rest of 

the dog's life. Not only does it 

look bad, but you can end up 

having to shave the hair con-

tinuously from then on and 

once again, you strip them of 

their natural ability to protect 

themselves.       

In conclusion, when you shave 

a double coated dog, you may 

irreparably impair their ability 

to properly heat/cool them-

selves and protect their skin. 

The best way to keep this kind 

of dog cool and comfortable is 

to regularly bathe and brush 

them. The only reason a person 

might need to shave their dou-

ble coated dog is if the hair is so 

matted, it's the only option. 

 

 Shaving? . . .  

Leonberger Rules 

1.  The leonberger is not allowed in the house 

2.  Ok, the leonberger is allowed in the house, but only in certain rooms 

3.  The leonberger is allowed in all rooms, but has to stay off the furniture 

4.  The leonberger is only allowed on the OLD furniture 

5.  Fine, the leonberger is allowed on all the furniture but is NOT al lowed  

   to sleep with the humans on the bed 

6.  All right, the leonberger is allowed on the bed, but only by invitation 

7.  The leonberger can sleep on the bed whenever he wants, but NOT   

  under the covers, 

8.  The leonberger can sleep under the covers every night 

9.  Humans must ask permission to sleep under the covers with the leonberger 

10  In all cases of disputes the leonberger rules  

 



I I I I only have two 

grandchildren. Two 
boys aged 8 and 6. I’m 
pretty sure all of you 
other grandparents out 
there can relate to the 
fact that I think these 
two are pretty special . 
Special despite the fact 
they are little boys. 
Watching them at play 
I am often reminded 
of that little nursery 
rhyme “snips and snails 
and puppy dogs tails, 
that’s what little boys 
are made of”. That sure 
is a fairly accurate ac-
count of the boys and 
their antics. However, I 
digress. 

Today is Friday, the 
last day of the school 
week and the finals of 
the school talent 
quest. Parents, gran-
dies, neighbours and 
friends were invited to 
come along to support 
their mokopuna and 
watch their perform-
ances. As luck would 
have it  my 8year old 
had the lead role in his 
class group act. Mi-
chael Jackson, no less 
with a rendition of 
Thriller. Oooh, aaah, I 
hear you say. You ob-

viously don’t know my 
8year old.  All heart, 
keen as mustard but 
definitely NO rhythm. 
So nanny got herself all 
tidied up and drove off 
to the afternoon enter-
tainment. My expecta-
tions weren’t high re-
gards winning but I 
certainly hoped he had 
a great time. It’s funny 
how one can sit 
through a dozen little 
performances, clap en-
couragingly to them all 
and the blood pressure 
stays put. Then the 
curtain goes up on 
your own flesh and 

blood and kazam! The 
pulse quickens and the 
back straightens just the 
tiniest bit. Pride swells 
your heart and nerves 
tighten your throat and 
blood rushes to your 
face in support of your 
most precious 8year old 
on stage , doing his very 
best at mimicking 
Michaels zombie dance, 
clutching at his crotch in 
just the right places and 
double nodding his head 
to the beat—almost!!. 
Right at this moment 
you are just so proud of 
that wee man and you’re 
grinning from ear to ear 
. No matter that he’s 

  Proud As!   . . . . .  
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going left when the 
zombies are going right. 
No matter that he’s half 
a beat in front of the 
music. I think he’s just 
the business and he’s 
having a wonderful time 
and that’s what matters 
most. The music ends, 
the kids all take a bow 
and the crowd cheers 
enthusiastically. They 
were the final perform-
ers of the day. The two 
judges had a rather 
daunting task ahead so  
took their leave for 10 
minutes to confer with 
each other about the 
winning performances. 
We listened to the choir  

Rachel with Bruin  (Lyonzred Beaujolais Le Mauve)  lolloping around 

the ring. His first taste of ‘show biz’. 
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Proud As . Proud As . Proud As . Proud As . .continued: 

meanwhile and chatted 
quietly whilst waiting on 
their decisions. How 
does one compare a 
brave 5 year old’s wob-
bly ‘ten guitars’ effort to 
the 10 year old song-
birds doing ’Here I 
come’ or the  kapa haka 
kids from room 6. They 
were all great. And at 
the end of the day it’s 
just the judges opinion. 
In my books they were 
all winners. 

Now I guess you’re ask-
ing yourself how the 

heck this fits into the 
Leonberger newsletter. 
Jolly good question.  

My litter of puppies left 
for their ‘forever’ homes 
a few weeks ago . I kept 
a girl puppy to show 
and the little boy puppy 
(with purple collar) 
went to a home who 
also wanted to show. 
Last Saturday it was time 
for those two young 
pups to give their very 
first performance in the 
show ring. I’m told to-
day by Master 8 that 
they practiced for 4 
weeks to perfect their 

school items. I guess 
that would have been a 
good idea for the pups 
too. Start a little earlier 
with the collar and lead 
to get them into some 
sort of order and disci-
pline for the ring. A lit-
tle bit late now!!!! Still, 
there I stood, a very 
proud nanny yet again, 
as little purple boy, 
Bruin, bumbled his 
chubby little legs 
around the ring. Yes my 
throat got all tight, yes I 
was grinning from ear 
to ear . No matter that 
his  debut wasn’t as pol-

ished and perfected as 
the older dogs . No 
matter that he didn’t 
stand to attention quite 
as good as he could 
have. He stood still as 
best he could for his age 
of 15 weeks, he wagged 
his tail as happy as could 
be  and his mum and his 
nanny were pleased as 
.punch. The judges did-
n’t rate the little tyke 
this time around but 
that little pup was ‘my 
flesh and blood’ after all 
and an absolute winner 
in my books!  

Yep, I was proud as! 

We are 

waiting for 

mum to 

come home 

  we feel so 

alone                                      

Just sitting 

and wait-

ing for 

mum  

to come 

home 



 Teaching ‘Hold’  

So now your Leo is happy to take the bumper from your hand, off the floor, from a few inches in front, 

above or below him, we are ready to teach the Hold. 

Step 1. Have your cheese treats ready as usual, and sit your Leo beside you. 

 

Step 2. Tell him to Take it. The instant he has it in his mouth clamp your both hands over his muzzle (left 

hand on top, and right hand underneath), and tell him to Hold it. Say this with calm authority. Since you 

are holding his jaws shut he can’t drop it! He will most probably struggle wildly to get free, but just hold 

his head until he quits struggling. When he does, wait two seconds, tell him to give, and reward him with 

his cheese. Keep repeating this procedure, for all of the 20 to 25 pieces of cheese. You should find that he 

soon figures out that struggling is non-productive, and the cheese comes faster if he co-operates! Work 

up to a five second (non-struggle) hold. Don’t let your hands cover his eyes, as that will cause him to 

squirm even more. When he is doing well, begin to reduce the pressure you have on his muzzle. 

Eventually he will begin to relax and let you hold his muzzle lightly. At this stage it is NOT necessary to use 

the give command, just concentrate on getting him to hold for just a few seconds, and whipping that treat 

into his mouth! 

 

Step 3. Command him to Take it, Hold it. Leave your 

right hand firmly under his jaw, but let your left hand 

float just above his muzzle, always ready to clamp 

down should he try to ‘spit the dummy’. Gradually do 

the Hold it with less and less pressure, until he will 

hold it all on his own. If he should sneak by your 

watchful hands, and manage to spit it out, pick it up 

and put it back in his mouth telling him firmly to Hold 

it. 

Don’t be in a hurry. If he shows confusion, go back to 

a level he knows well, and work up to the level that 

troubles him. 

Don’t be surprised if somewhere in the midst of the 

hold work, he forgets the Take it part. Go back and 

work on the Take it, until he is solid again. 

Keep working at this until he holds solidly and you just know that he will hold it as long as you want. 

Now it is time to start using the Give command. Just slip the command in there before you take the 

bumper from him. 

 

Step 4. Now that he is holding the bumper for as long as you want, try walking forward with him on the 

lead. Don’t be surprised if he suddenly forgets everything he has learned and drops it!! Just pick it up and 

put it back in his mouth and keep walking just a few steps at a time. Another exercise is to ask him to hold 

the bumper, take a step or two in front of him and call him to you. You will have the lead on him to en-

sure that he comes when you call! Then try walking a few steps with him at your side (holding the bumper 

in his mouth of course), then back up quickly and have him come to you. 

  Water work Lessons — Part 2 
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Once you have the Take it, Hold and Give going solidly, you can begin to ask him to take all sorts of differ-

ent articles, including soft ropes, splunkys, and small life jackets. 

 

   NOW WE CAN PUT ALL OF THIS TOGETHER. 

 Throw his bumper a few feet and tell him to take it.  

 He should run out and pick it up, Follow him out and tell him to Hold.  

 As soon as he has it, give him the command to Give.  

 Lots and lots of praise and treats here!!. 

From this point on you can send him out to fetch the dummy. If you go out with him, you can turn and 

walk backwards and call him to come, reminding him to hold if needs be. Play it by ear from here, but re-

member to keep everything simple and if he ‘forgets’, just go back a stage or two until he gets it again. 

It pays to keep your Leo on a long line while you are sending him to retrieve away from you. This gives 

you the means to insist that he does what you ask of him. 

It is always exciting to watch a dog run out with enthusiasm to complete his retrieve, so I don’t insist on 

him waiting for the command to Take it at first, but he will need to learn to wait for the command even-

tually. 

That will be covered in the December newsletter. 

The next article will cover the Pick It Up Game, Delivering to Hand and Control at the Water 

 

p.s. Remember to cut out and keep your water work lessons to refer back to. 

  Water work Lessons — Part 2 continued 
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We have another handful of new members to  

say hi to this quarter.  

 A warm welcome goes out to . . . 

 

Jo & Mike Culleton with Angus 

Christine Burgess  with Leroy 

Katherine & George Winstone   with Alfie 

Ronan Bass  with Zeus  

Jacob Ormsby  with  Ivo 

William Mills with Annie 

Nesta & Flavio Fedrizzi-Jones  with Azul 

Jaime & Rob Slater  with Murphy 

 

 

Remember – if any of your contact details change  

please email Lynne luby@xtra.co.nz  

so that we can keep our records current and you can continue to receive  

all flyers, notices and your newsletter. 

The Leonberger Club is on facebook facebook facebook facebook .  
Add them to your friends . 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Gratefully Received! 

Newsletters are distributed four times a year 

March, June, September and December 

You are more than welcome to submit anything you think other club  

members would be interested in, no matter how brief or seemingly trivial. 
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Meet Indie. 

Indie travelled 
across the ocean 
earlier this year 
and now lives 
with LaToya and 
Brett in Queen-
sland and this is 
their story so far. . . 

Indie did a bit of 
unwanted land-

scaping and pulled up quite an amounts worth 
of small trees. Dad was not a happy chappy! 
You're right though, we can't stay angry at that 
cute face for too long, so off we went down to 
the Sunshine Coast Marathon, and watched all 
the runners. This was Indie's first time out with 
lots of people around, and of course she com-
manded lots of attention! She did really well de-
spite being a bit worn out on the walk home 
(~7mins).  

She started puppy kinder the week we got her, 
so graduated a couple of weeks ago. Tried to get 
a nice photo of her with her certificate but you 
know how it is. She was more intent on chew-
ing it up than looking pretty for the camera. 

She's doing really well from an obedience point 
of view. She knows her come, sit and down and 
settle. We're still working through wait, off, take 
it, and of course stay. Haven't had too much 
trouble with barking or jumping. She's great 
with other dogs, having her socialised with the 
other dogs at kinder right from the start made 
things so much easier. And then there's the 
beach, she loves it! YAY!!!!! We've had her 
down there every weekend and she just loves it. 

There's a great area about 10 mins away from us 
that has a river, a headland, and a very long 
beach on the other side and from 8pm-8am the 
whole area is off-leash, Whilst we're not doing 
too much off-leash yet, its a fantastic place to 
go with friends and there's always dogs galore. 

We joined her pen to her XL crate, so she's got 
a designated safe-place inside when we're not 
home.  She's about 30 seconds away from figur-
ing out how to jump over the fence and god 
help us when she does!      

 However when we're home she has free run of 
the place, inside and out. She plays a little out-
side but mostly sleeps under my desk in the of-
fice. She likes to be with me. Its very cute 
though a touch annoying, when trying to cook 
dinner etc.  

We’re still too nervous to have her outside 
when we're not home. We know we have got to 
relax about it one of these days but it will 
probably be when she's too big to lift over the 
fence!  

Hope you get a 
chuckle from our 
glass situation as 
pictured on right.. 
There used to be a 
gorgeous view of 
the beach. It’s still 
there of course 
just somewhat 
smudged out with 
happy Leo smears. 

 

 

     LaToya  

 

… from our Queensland correspondent 



 BEWARE  . . . 

this deadly little plant 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story appeared on Facebook . . . 

 

“ Our darling girl died from the toxin in a 
plant I have on my deck. It is called Helio-
trope and is highly toxic, causes total liver de-
struction. The pathologist said our angel had 
the worst liver damage he’s ever seen. Goldie 
would nibble at the leaves of this plant every 
so often and we had no clue it was toxic. (It 
can come in white or purple.) We are even 
more heartbroken now knowing her death was 
preventable. Please sgare her story so that 
something positive may come of it and create 
awareness of toxic plants. Our own vet had no 

idea this plant was toxic!”  
  

From the ASPCA website…  

Scientific name: Heliotropium species                 
Family: Boranginaceae                  
Toxic Principles: Pyrrolizidine alkaloids 

Clinical signs: The plant is not very palatable, but will 
be eaten by animals with no other forage; poisonings 
typically occur from ingestion of green plant material 
or material in hay. The toxic components can cause 
liver failure, referred to as ‘walking disease’ or ‘sleepy 
staggers’. 

Signs include weight loss, weakness, sleepiness, yawn-
ing, un-coordination, yellowish discoloration to mu-
cous, neurological problems secondary to liver failure 
(aimless walking, chewing motions, head pressing). 
Animals may appear to be normal at first, then be-
come suddenly affected; the syndrome progresses 
rapidly over a few days to a week. 
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 Let’s Nail It! 

Most dogs hate having their nails clipped. Many dogs 

resent their feet being handled to start with, and when 

you add the possibility that past nail clips may have 

drawn blood, then you have a recipe for a wriggling, un-

happy, uncooperative dog and a sweating frustrated 

owner! 

The anatomy of the canine toenail means that the likeli-

hood of drawing blood is high, even when the clippers 

are in the hands of a professional. 

To increase your chance of a stress and blood free effort, 

start with the basics. Long before its nails actually need 

trimming, get your dog used to having its feet handled 

in a relaxed manner. In a puppy, this can be achieved 

easily by using a nail file to shorten the nails gently, while 

watching television or sitting quietly. In older dogs, you 

could use food rewards as a positive motivator. If he 

wriggles as you play with his paws, ignore the behaviour, 

but when he sits still, reward him with a tiny treat. He 

will gradually put two and two together. 

Next, make sure you have a strong, well-maintained, 

sharp pair of nail clippers specifically designed for dogs. 

Generally, you will find that the better the clipper, the 

higher the price, and you really do want a quality blade 

for a clean cut.  

To enhance your understanding of nail trimming techniques, you need to know the anatomy of the toe-

nail. Within the centre of each toenail is the blood and nerve supply for the nail called the “quick”. In clear 

white toenails it is easy to see – just look for the pinkish area in the middle of the nail. You want to avoid 

cutting into the quick at all costs because it is rich with blood vessels and painful nerve endings. 

Look at the toenail from the side. As it leaves the paw, the underside of the nail is flat. The length of nail 

that is flat varies from dog to dog. Follow the flat line visually. You may find that this line continues on 

straight, until it meets the curving “front” of the nail. If this is the case, no trimming is required. Alterna-

tively, it may suddenly dip down in a curve, with a distinct “overhang”. In this case (and bear in mind that 

different nails on the same dog may have different wear-patterns, making some flatter than others), 

make your cut along the same line as the flat part of the nail, and no higher. The sharp hook, or point, is 

the only part of the nail that you trim. There are many reasons why it is important to trim your dog’s nails 

regularly. Proper nail care will prevent potential health problems such as ingrown toenails and joint pain – 

not to mention the fact that it will also help to protect your furniture and belongings from unwanted 

scratches and damage. 

Finally, if the thought of the whole process makes you hyperventilate and sweat, then the staff at your vet 

practice will be happy to help you with advice.  

        Excerpt from North Road veterinary Australia practice newsletter 



Where’s Wally? . . . (it’s  Where’s Waldo in some countries) 
goes.  We however do 

not get them mixed up 

or muddled. And I 

thought I had it sorted 

when it came to the 

pups. One’s big and the 

other is little.. Easy as. 

Or it was until I found 

them thoroughly 

drenched to the bone 

one afternoon. They 

were absolutely wet 

through as Leos are in-

clined to get. If given 

the opportunity.  

Sitting there all  be-

draggled and dripping 

from trying to empty 

the fish bin as fast as 

little Leo puppies can. 

They’d been having a 

ball and appeared to be 

grinning from ear to 

ear. The both of them. 

But can you believe it, I 

could not tell one from 

the other . With ears 

plastered to their 

cheeks and their hair 

slicked down they actu-

ally looked like sis-

ters!!! Imagine that!!! 

To confound me even 

more they both came 

running when I deliber-

ately only called out 

the one name. 

Sheeesh!  I eventually 

sorted out who was 

who but just like the 

other day with the 

Wally book it took me a 

moment more than I 

like to admit. 

 

Rosemarie 

 

You will  all be familiar 

with the well known 

children’s books by 

Martin Handford called 

Where’s Wally?. They 

have kept many boys 

and girls mesmerized 

for hours. The object of 

course is to scan the 

pages to find Wally. 

He’s hidden in there 

somewhere amongst 

the crowds. Yes, he al-

ways wears his trade-

mark red and white 

striped jersey, his pom 

pom hat and the thick 

black-framed specta-

cles. . He always always 

looks the same yet 

somehow appears quite 

camouflaged.       Chil-

dren’;s little faces light 

up like Christmas lights 

when they finally spot 

Wally amongst the  

busy illustrations.  

You might have fleet-

ingly marveled at how 

clever the illustrator is 

to be able to make that 

happen. I idly picked up  

a Wally book just the 

other day and I know 

I’ve read it before but 

still my eyes darted 

here and there over the 

page for several mo-

ments before locating 

that red and white jer-

sey. Magic! 

It set me to thinking 

about writing this arti-

cle, hey someone has to 

do it!    . . . . . . . ..  . . 

Syrah and Shiraz are 

sisters. Pups from the 

same litter. Pups who 

have the same parents 

and yet they are totally 

different to each other 

in every way. Or at least 

that’s what the experts 

would say. Now size 

wise I would agree. 

Fatty and skinny. Miss 

ooompah loompa and 

Missy kewpie doll. 

Chalk and cheese. And 

watching them grow I 

can see they have very 

different personalities 

and traits and yes dif-

ferent features.  

People often wonder at 

how I can tell all our 

dogs apart. Its really 

very easy when you ac-

tually know the dogs. 

Obviously for newcom-

ers one Leo looks pretty 

much the same as an-

other Leo. Odd but 

seems to be .how it 
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Interview with the Dog. 
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••••         My life is likely to last 8 to 10 years.   

  Any separation from you will be painful to me.   

      Remember that before you buy me. 

 

••••         Give me some time to  understand  

               what you want from me. 

 

••••         Place your trust in me.  

      It’s crucial to my well-being. 

 

••••         Don’t be  

angry with me for  

long and don’t  

isolate me as punishment.  

You have your work,  

your entertainment and your friends.  

             I only have you. 

 

 

••••         Talk to me sometimes.   

    Even if I don’t understand your words –  

            I understand your voice. 

 

••••         Remember before you hit me that  

     I have powerful teeth  

          but choose not to use them. 

 

••••         Remember that however you treat me I  

     will not be able to forget it. 

Names have not been used to protect privacy, however for the good of all dogs he agreed to share 

these insights with humans: 

 

••••         Before you scold me for being  

        uncooperative, obstinate or lazy,  

ask yourself if something might be wrong  

           with me.  Perhaps I‘m not getting the  

  right food, or I’ve been out in the  

   sun too long or my heart  

                       is getting older  

    and weaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

••••             Take care of me when I get old.   

     You’ll be old one day 

 

•         Go with me on difficult journeys.   

Never say “I can’t watch – its too painful.   

Everything is easier when you are with me. 

 

And through it all  

remember  

that I love you. 



 

Meet Leroy! 

 

It seems that this bundle of fluff rather enjoys the 

polished surface of the coffee table shelf to get a 

few zzzz’s on. I guess at one time he actually fit un-

der there snug as a bug but now he kind of drapes 

from side to side.               Wait till next year!!  

 

Christine 

 Members photos . . . 
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Meet Ralph! 

Ralph has only joined our family just recently but seems to have 

adopted us just fine. He can often be found asleep on the tiles inside 

our kitchen door after lots of rabbit hunting and moving the cows 

each morning.    

He loves chasing a stick now which seemed to be a new game, likes 

chasing pukekos, always jumps In our trough and lies down in it after a 

walk or in the stream up the road . We are thinking of putting his own 

trough in his run. 

Took him to the river and he loves that especially  where there is a  bit 

rougher water to play in. 

He didn’t even flinch at his final Lepto shot but thought the vet was 

cool as all the treats are on top of the desk at his head height.  

Yeah he is a very cool dog!      

        Ingrid + Andrew 

 

Meet Khan! 

 

 Hi, I just thought I would send you a photo of my Leo.  

  He loves sitting in the lazy-boy with his head resting

  on my arm when I’m in my chair next to him.   

 Born on the 19 Sept 2012 out of the Abba Litter  he turns 1 to-

day and I’m thinking  he’ll be eyeing up the sofa soon cause the chair 

will be a bit on the small side. 

 

      Jason 



Leo Health Monitoring . . . . . 

HELP REQUIRED 
 

At this year’s International  

Leonberger Union meeting  

a sub-committee was setup to collect and 

disseminate information on the health of 

 the Leonberger worldwide, of which we 

are able to contribute and benefit from.   

An initiative that has been started in Brit-

ain is to collect health information  

on Leonberger’s 4 years and younger and 

follow them through their life.   

This research will help identify any par-

ticular problems Leo’s are having and  

anything that may influence  

these problems.   

This is something I would like to do in 

 New Zealand and am asking for volun-

teers to participate in this.   

There is nothing onerous after completing 

the first survey all that would be  

required is me contacting you once a year 

by email to update your dog’s  

health information.  

 Information to be captured will be vacci-

nation status, flea and worming, nutrition,  

de-sexing and any other health informa-
tion e.g. surgery, disease diagnosis and 
treatments given.  This will be purely an 

information gathering exercise only  

with no questions asked unless  

it is to clarify any information provided 

and 

 you and your dog’s identity will be kept 

confidential.   

 

If you would like to be involved or know more  

 please email me luby@xtra.co.nz with  

Leo Health Monitoring in the subject line   

and we will go from there. 

 There was a time, there really was, 
 When I was sweet and tender; 
  When Show Dog meant a Disney Star, 
  and bitch was not a gender. 
 
  I went to bed at half past ten; 
 I went to church on Sunday; 
  On Saturday I baked the beans 
  and did the wash on Monday. 
 
  But then I got a certain pup, 
  And another friend said "SHOW!", 
  And so I did and so I do, 
  OH! What I didn't know. 
 
  I used to dress with flair and style, 
  That was the life, don't knock it. 
  But now each dress from bed to ball 
  Must have a good bait pocket. 
 
  I used to have a certain air, 
  I wallowed in perfume, 
  I used to smell of Niut D'Amour, 
  Now I smell like Mr. Groom. 
 
  My furniture was haute décor, 
  My pets a tank of guppies. 
  Now I've furniture unstuffed, 
  And well-adjusted puppies. 
 
  Once I spoke in pristine prose, 
  In dulcet tones and frail, 
  But now I'm using language, 
  That would turn a sailor pale! 
 
  I was taught to be well groomed 
  no matter where I went. 
  Now all the grooming that I do 
  is in the handler's tent. 
 
  I used to long for furs and jewels 
  And a figure classed as super, 
  Now the thing I yearn for most 
  is a nice new pooper scooper. 
 
  I adored a man who murmured verse, 
  through intimate little dinners, 
  But now the words I thrill to hear, 
  Are just three-"Best of Winners". 
 
  I rise at dawn and pack the car, 
  the road ahead's a long one. 
  The one I routed on the maps, 
  Invariably's the wrong one. 
 
  I really love this doggy life, 
  I wouldn't care to change it. 
  But when I get that Best in Show, 
  I plan to rearrange it. 
 
  When my time on earth is done, 
  I'll go without much nudging. 
  Just give me three weeks closing date, 
 and let me know who's judging! 

   Just a bit of humor for all Leo people showing.  
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 Your Club . . . 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes we assume that everyone knows stuff because we ourselves do. Then we 

find out – NO, that’s not always the case! Duh! 

Sometime back we received an email which was rather abrupt and a little tetchy requesting to be removed 

from the club contact list, effective immediately. I admit to being a little taken aback but obliged promptly. 

That’s the right and proper thing to do.  

But it got me wondering what ‘terrible’ wrong we’d committed to these folk for such a passionate request. 

And so a carefully worded email was dispatched saying goodbye, wishing all the very best ahead and 

would you be able to tell us how better the club could serve its members. The answer surprised me and 

prompts me to write a little about your club because yes I think we assume that you all know stuff because 

we ourselves know it. 

I’ve found out – NO, that’s not always the case. Duh! 

The club was formed 12 years ago by the breeders when the Leo population in NZ was very small. But the 

purpose of the club was to support and encourage Leo lovers/ owners, offering help and useful informa-

tion about a breed relatively new to the country. That  very same purpose drives the club today. The Leon-

berger is still a rare breed in NZ. Many NZ’ers have still never heard of them and the club website is a 

library chock full of information. 

In the early days with only a few litters on the ground it was relatively easy for a breeder to hold a litter 

birthday picnic and almost every puppy and owner would be there. Years have passed. Many litters have 

arrived since then. There are approximately 450 Leos in NZ now and the geographical spread is wide, 

from the tip up north to the bottom of the south. Some have gone overseas too. A  picnic to include every-

one now is impossible. 

Hence, the advent of Area Events Co-ordinators.   

We currently have 3 of these people established in areas where the Leo population is the highest. Where I 

live for example – Rotorua – there’s only me. The closet Leo is an hour away so, no picnics here obvi-

ously. There is a concentration of Leos in WN, AK,HN and BOP. The rest are scattered in ones and twos 

across NZ. It is an impossible task to meet you all socially. For that we are really sorry.  

This is where our newsletter evolved with the intention of keeping all informed of the goings on around the 

country. The majority of info in those newsletters is contributed by your committee. You are invited to con-

tribute any tidbits as well. We try to correspond via email to let you all know what’s going on where. The 

annual calendar photo competition and that sort of thing helps to keep you all involved. If you can come 

up with any other suggestions then please let us know. We are only too willing to give things a try.  

The committee is primarily made up of breeders and show folk. Not because that’s the rule but because 

they are the ones who have invested their time and established the breed and are still motivated by the 

same purpose as the committee 9 years ago. We live miles and miles apart from each other and conduct 

our meetings at  dog shows where it’s likely the majority of us will meet up now and then. 

In between times we correspond and make decisions by email. There are only eight of us and we are all 

busy working folk .The club stuff takes a big chunk of our spare time. There’s no office building, no recep-

tionist, no lunch breaks and certainly no huge bank balance. Yet we still get out there and organize Water 

trials for the keen, we run stands at Pet Expo’s or spend time at Pet Stores in the interest of  teaching the 

public about our breed, we spend weekends at shows and somewhere in the year someone will have to 

take time out to look after a litter.  
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 Your Club . . . continued       . . . .Your membership fee is the only steady income for the 

club, remembering too that your first year is free. We generally sell about 75 calendars per year which 

adds a little to the coffers.  The club can chug along with income and expenses balancing each other. 

 Now, I realize the world of dog shows in not something most of you are interested in. In fact you can’t see 

rhyme nor reason why anyone would be interested and you’d wish we’d shut up about the jolly Champ 

shows bla bla bla. This is one of those times when I must continue so you can understand what we as-

sumed you already knew. 

Dog shows are the platform where breeders can display their goods as it were. 

Leonbergers as I said before are a rare breed to NZ. Every opportunity we get to display this breed and 

get recognition or win is comparable to something like the Oscars. It is desirable to have Champions be-

fore you make puppies. Eight wins makes a Champion. That process all takes time. Actually, you only 

have your gorgeous Leo because of this process. The breeders who founded this club and remain 

grounded on the committee have had the patience and the love for this breed and spent these last 12 years 

going to these shows weekend after weekend rain hail and shine. There is nothing glamorous about port-

a-loos! Nothing exciting about camp food. The excitement is if a Leo wins. It doesn’t happen often. 

The opportunity to have Guido Perosino at our first Champ show a couple of years ago was HUGE. 

Guido is a specialist Leonberger judge and gave us a verbal critique of each and every dog shown. Re-

member these show dogs are the future of Leonbergers in NZ.  Care and thought goes into every mating 

for purposes of health and temperament, looks etc.. This is important for the breed here. 
 

So, I guess, this is written so that you can have a little more understanding of the workings of your club. 

We love Leonbergers with a passion.  

There are some aspects of this passion you may never become involved in but just remember your Leo is 

the result of all this. 

              

          Rosemarie — President 

  Lindsey Davies - committee 

  I  am Lindsey and a member of the Leo Club committee.  I have been    

showing dogs since I was ten years old and won my first ever Junior Han-

dler event with a Leonberger! Over the years I have competed in many 

junior handler events and was third in the New Zealand Kennel Club Jun-

ior Handler competition in 2012.  Although I have grown up with Leon-

bergers my passion is for Gundogs and I am owned by a Weimaraner 

who lives with my Mum as I am now at University studying to be a Para-

medic.   

However I do still show Leonbergers when I get the chance!  Now that I 

have left home I do not get to as many events as I used to however I help 

out with the Club whenever I can and I enjoy assisting new handlers and 

getting involved with the setting up and running of the shows we hold. 

 Meet Your Committee. . . 
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 Meet Your Committee . . . 

 

Judy McRae —

Banker 

My husband , Jeff ,and 

I got Magnum, our 

first Leonberger , 5 

1/2  years ago.  Prior to welcoming a Leo into our home 

we had German Shepherds and were involved with the 

Cambridge Dog Obedience Club, on the committee, in-

structing and competing. Since then we have intro-

duced 2 more Leos Ewok and Tarrah into our home 

also.  Showing, carting, water work etc has all played a 

part with the team  but Magnum and his work with Ca-

nine Friends Pet Therapy  has been very rewarding.  We 

live on a dairy farm at Te Pahu, the Leos love the farm 

life. Mud in particular, but there are other unmention-

ables that they also love very much. Working on this 

committee has been a pleasure.  We hope to be in-

volved with the club for many years, this noble loving 

breed is well worth the effort put forward.  

Lynne Gillies  - Treasurer 

Hi my name is Lynne and I have 

been with the Club since 2007.  I 

have two Leo girls Savannah (6) 

and Daisy (5).  I have enjoyed 

other dog breeds through my life 

but nothing quite like the Leon-

bergers , who are just the best 

ever.   I was a Veterinary Nurse in 

Matamata for 5 and half years 

and have recently moved to Melbourne to further my 

career at the University of Melbourne Veterinary Hospi-

tal as well as be closer to my daughter.  I have been 

away from the girls for 6 weeks (way too  long) but by 

the time this newsletter is issued they will be winging 

their way here.  I will still be an active member of the 

committee and keeping my role as treasurer through 

the wonders of technology. 

Rosemarie Lyon -  

 President                    As 

you’ve all probably realized by 

now I  not only  edit the newslet-

ter but I wear the presidents hat 

when necessity dictates. Of 

course it is made so much easier 

with these great people on the 

committee. My experience is in 

administration but over the years 

have served on a number of club committees. I have 

been involved with Leos for over 20 years and have 7 of 

them integrated into the family. Whilst 3 have entered 

their retirement years, I take 1 to ‘work’ on Thursdays 

to an old folks home for Therapy visits and the 3 

younger ones are in ‘show’ business. For the most part 

though they spend their days lazing around our home 

on a small block outside of Rotorua. I can’t envisage 

ever being without a Leo—they are  gorgeous, addictive 

and  much more than man’s best friend. 

 

Annelise Van Munster - committee 

 

My name is Annelise, and I have 

a new Leo puppy  

named Devryn. He is now 18 

weeks old.   

As you will read further on in 

this newsletter he is the light of 

my life and together we are 

learning all sorts of new stuff. 

This is my very first term on the 

committee and I’ve been asked 

to maintain and  

update our Leonberger facebook page.  

So, please feel free to email me  if you have  

any Leo photos or stories that you  would like  

to be posted on the page.  

 

My email is tazzah92@hotmail.com 
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Fran Baars -  Vice President 

'Hi, I'm Fran. I have been an owner and breeder of 

Leonbergers, since 1998, and a member of The Leon-

berger Club since it's inception in 1992. I  enjoy my as-

sociation with the club, having served as president for 

many years, and now as vice president. I enjoy showing 

my dogs, but also find the water work very appealing. 

The dogs love it and take to it with much enthusiasm.' 

 

Lyn Dickins - committee 

 

Hi, I’m Lyn and  my official 

role on the committee is 

Events co-ordinator which 

means I’m responsible for 

organizing  social events for 

you and your Leos in the          

wider Auckland area.   

 If you have any ideas for social activities then 

 drop me a line:  sallanne@clear.net.nz              

 My husband, Alan,  and I live with our 4 Leos     

just outside of Waiuku. I have enjoyed some success 

with my dogs in the show circle  and we also had our 

first litter of puppies  this year. It was a wonderful albeit 

 exhausting experience and we have  

 hopes to continue breeding for a few  

 more years.  

Simon Jensen - committee 

 

Hi, I’m Simon and I guess you 

could say I’ve been involved 

with the club since the begin-

ning. My wife and I have         

imported several Leos into 

NZ over the years and we 

have   produced some beauti-

ful  litters from our dogs.                

We have recently bought  

some farmland in  Taupo  and 

as is the case when you have a few dogs our first prior-

ity was to build kennels  for our large canine family This 

achieved we have now moved onto building our own 

house and slowly this is taking shape.              

 We enjoy showing  the dogs and often do water 

work with them as well.              

 Meet Your Committee . . . 

Ellie Davies - secretary 

Hello, 

I’ m Ellie , Secretary of the Club.  I live in the South Wai-

kato with six Leonbergers an Irish setter and a Weima-

raner! Showing is my passion and I enjoy seeing new 

and old members out there in the show ring strutting 

their stuff with their dogs!  My role in the Club is to 

keep the paperwork ticking along and to make sure we 

do all that is necessary with the New Zealand Kennel 

Club.  I try to organise commit-

tee meetings and keep the Club 

focused on our future plans and 

I do all the nerdy stuff associ-

ated with our Shows! 

If you are a new member - wel-

come!  Come and say hello and 

introduce yourself if you see 

me... I am quite loud and Scot-

tish so not hard to miss. 
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CLASSIFIEDS NOTICES   NOTICES 

2014 Calendar  

photo competition 
URGENT! We need photos of your 

fabulous Leos doing their stuff. Wet, 

muddy, naughty and nice, we love 

them all. Send it today and be the 

face of the month on the 2014 cal-

endar. Please NO people. 

• High resolution 

• Landscape (not portrait) 

• Don’t resize 

 

Entries close 22nd. 

rosemarie@lymac.co.nz 

 

VALES 

We understand the feeling of 

pain and loss when one 

loses a member of the fam-

ily. This year has seen the    

passing of a few of your      

beloved Leos and we would 

welcome a small obituary 

and photo for the website 

and /or the newsletter.             

When you feel able to put 

pen to paper , please let us 

honour your friend in this 

way.  

 

Feedback! 

As members of this little club 

your thoughts and ideas are 

valuable to us. Are you happy 

with what we provide. Could 

we service the club better? Do 

you have any suggestions?

What can we do for you? 

We would appreciate your 

feedback regards club activi-

ties and information available.  

   All your ideas will be tabled 

 for discussion.      

Email:  ellied@clubnet.co.nz 

 

YOUR ADVERT 

HERE !  

For a small donation to 

the club you can ad-

vertise in the newslet-

ter. If you have any-

thing for sale, swap or 

to give away advertise 

it here.  

Email: 

info@lyonzred.co.nz 

 with your details 
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 Up-Coming Events DATES TO REMEMBER    Up-Coming Events 

 

Sunday November 17th 
 

XMAS CRACKERXMAS CRACKERXMAS CRACKERXMAS CRACKER    

 

 Celebrating Christmas  again   

with  friends and Leos. 
 

Much the same as last year 

BBQ at Gwen and Larry’s in Katikati. 

Mark the date on your calendar 

 

More details will 

be  sent out in due course 

 

 

Water Workshop 

Sunday October 27th 

Anzac Bay 

Progress further with your  

water rescue training. 
 

Leos are brilliant swimmers and this 

workshop offers you and your dog the 

skills to achieve a certificate. 
 

More details in your mailbox soon 

 

 Sunday October 6th 

Wellington Leo Walk 

 from TePapa to Oriental Parade  

for a coffee, chat and catch-up 

Details as per your flyer 

contact Erin 021 880-745  

 

Celebration Year 

10th Anniversary 

17 May 2014 
 

• Championship show 

• Prizes / gifts 

• Dinner 

• Pet parade 
 

 

We are going to celebrate in style. 

Something for everyone. 

Invitations coming soon 

 

November 

Hamilton Leo Walk 
 

    Meander around the lake  with dogs  

stop for coffee  and chat. 

Flyer in you mailbox  with details as 

soon as possible 
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Nearly two years ago I bought my first 

house, the main criteria was ‘must be 

dog suitable!’ 

Since moving here from the UK that was 

the dream, house, dog and after finding 

the right house, 18 months later I had a 

gorgeous puppy playing in the garden. 

Perfection! I have named him Bruin  

 

The arrival of my ‘horse’, as named by 

my partner and numerous friends has 

been a huge event and he naturally has 

many adopted Aunties and Uncles, even 

my mother back home is ‘threatening’ to 

move over as a full time dog sitter. 

Work colleagues have requested a visit 

and when we arrived they were lined up 

outside, all we needed was a red car-

pet! 

 

Of course he slept a lot the first couple of weeks, natu-

rally I crept up and checked he was breathing…you 

know, just in case! As tempting as it has been to have 

him in the bedroom I have forced myself to avoid those 

deep brown eyes of melting butter and think ahead to 

when he is over 70kgs and taking over the whole bed!  
 

We also have three cats, two of which just ‘observe with 

interest’ as cats do, but the youngest is quite intrigued 

with our new family member, enough to hang out in the 

garden and nose touch, which is fine until Bruin decides 

to play and Bailey decides ‘maybe not!’ and rushes off to 

a safe height! 

 

Our first visit to the vet brought lots of ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ 

from the vet staff and Bruin naturally soaked that up. 

The cords of the vets PC looked extremely inviting also, 

so once off the lead in the exam room he proceeded to 

investigate, of course completely removing the pc from 

the table and disconnecting all forms of hardware from 

their connections, but of course the face of innocence 

prevailed and the vet thought him even more adorable. 

Oh yes, he is blessed with ‘the look’! 
 

He was booked into puppy training straight away how-

ever, this kept being cancelled due to ‘lack of puppies’. I 

finally found another class and on arriving Bruin thought 

it was Christmas! Of course he was the biggest baby 

there (the smallest being a Shih Zhu cross). I think my 

face said it all when the trainer asked us to let them all 

off to play……really? Those poor tiny pups don’t stand a 

chance I thought….?....but I was assured it would be 

fine. And of course it was. Bruin was so gentle (plus the 

others worked out they could fit under the chairs). Guess 

which pup found the water bowl, put both front paws in 

and splashed it everywhere? Ah yes, we are leaning the 

Leo love of water  especially when in a bowl! 

 

Once all his vaccinations were complete, my first goal 

was to get him to the beach. Ah yes, seeing my boy in 

the water was going to be awesome! Well, it didn’t quite 

work out the way I thought, the beach he loved, but he 

wasn’t so sure about the water….it took the fourth visit 

for him to spot a Golden Retriever splashing about for 

him to just suddenly do a 180 and trot off towards the 

water and in he went! Not quite deep enough to swim 

but a full body dunk for sure, that’s more like it! Of 

course he attracts a lot of attention from other dog walk-

ers and we get what we now know to be the usual ques-

tions, what breed, HOW old????, etc, etc. Bruin is a joy 

to walk, he loves people and other dogs but most of all 

he seems to just enjoy hanging out with us. 

 

We had a road trip down to Rotorua for his first show, 

where he was able to visit and play with his cheeky, gor-

geous sisters! What a great weekend, we loved every 

minute, for Bruin probably more the meeting people and 

other dogs than the showing bit and for me spending 

time with my boy was brilliant. Looking forward to more 

Leo adventures with Bruin, there is never a dull moment 

but I am not complaining! 

     Rachel 
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 Goodbye rain  -  hello sunshine!! 

We’re off to warmer weather and 

we just wanted to say GOODBYE 

to you lot and all the other Leos 

we’ve met over the years.  Our 

names are Daisy and Savannah 

and we probably bumped shoul-

ders with you at some time or an-

other at the dog shows. Shows 

weren’t our favourite places to be 

but if mum was there then we’d 

gladly go. She is our most favour-

ite person in the world.  

Now apparently, according to our 

babysitter, our mum has gone and 

got herself a fancy new job over in 

Australia. She’s loving it and now 

that she’s found a house with a 

big enough back yard we’re going 

over too. Our plane leaves today  

early in the morning so it’s possi-

ble we’ll be airborne in our de-

signer, ‘made– to-measure’ crates 

way before you get this newslet-

ter read. Pretty fancy huh! Can’t 

remember having ‘bespoke’ fur-

niture before!!! 

I guess we won’t be seeing you 

again, it’s just too far for us to 

swim and we’re pretty sure fly-

ing aint all it’s cracked up to be 

so we probably won’t do it again 

but if you are ever coming over 

for a holiday then please do 

come around and see us. After 

all we need to practise our bark-

ing.  Not our growly guard dog 

ones  when mum says ‘Sshush’ 

but the excited ‘jeepers I know 

you’ bark so our mum can come 

flying around the corner with a 

smile on her face. 

We’ve been told there’s going to 

be all sorts of different things at 

our new place, some animals 

we’ve never seen before, some 

we’re not supposed to go any-

where near cause they bite!  

We’ll figure it out, we’re pretty 

smart.  

The very best thing of all is the 

beach is pretty darn close. Woo 

hoo! We love swimming! Austra-

lia is supposed to get pretty hot 

in summer so water might be-

come our 2nd best thing -next to 

mum that is. 

Gosh we can’t wait. We’ll miss 

you all lots of course and we’ll 

always be kiwi chicks but you 

never know there might be a 

spunky Aussie Leo over there 

worth getting to know so we’ll 

keep in touch now and then and 

keep you posted. 

        Bye!           

        Daisy + Savannah 
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 Moving to Australia . . did I say  never? 
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Well I suppose no one should ever “Say Never”.  I am 

probably one of those that have said the phrase “I will 

never” many times over and basically made myself 

into a liar!!.  I have been known to say that I will 

never move out of New Zealand, well yes I have lied 

about this.  In approximately 10 weeks I have moved 

my entire world to Melbourne – this has involved get-

ting a new job, packing up my whole life and putting 

it into a shipping container and unpacking that con-

tainer, leaving my dogs temporarily (in the safe hands 

of my BFF) and setting myself up in a new country.  To 

say I hadn’t thought it all through is surely the under-

statement of the century, who would of thought it 

would be a lot harder than it looks, we speak the 

same language although slightly different, we eat the 

same foods, we have the same inherent obsession 

with sports, the outdoors, everything . Everything the 

same except for Identification Points.  These ,as many 

Australians know, are required for everything and I 

mean everything.  These are made up of a Passport, 

Drivers Licence (Victorian), Medicare Card, Lease 

Documents, Power Bills, Credit Card and anything 

with your address on it and each are assigned a differ-

ent point allocation depending on who you are deal-

ing with but you must have 100 points – I totally un-

derstand the principle but causes a little bit of a prob-

lem when you first land and only have a passport.  

Anyway I think I have finally mastered this and ob-

tained everything I need to get what I need.  The only 

think I have to do now is pick up my gorgeous girls on 

Friday 20
th

 September off the Air New Zealand flight 

arriving at 10.30am.  I want to thank my friend, Rose-

marie, who I will be indebted to for the rest of my life 

for taking such good care of my girls and having to get 

up at  an ungodly hour to get them to the airport for 

me – she is a true treasure. 

I have managed to get a great place for the girls to 

settle into and it sits out in a paddock with no real 

close neighbours  (so no complaints of barking hope-

fully), there is one small problem, well it could be a 

big one, SNAKES.  With the weather getting warmer 

they are coming out of hibernation and this is when 

they are usually at their most dangerous and full of 

venom.  Not that I will be going looking for them but 

am fully aware so no off leash roaming allowed and 

have bought a very good lawnmower – if anyone has 

any great tips on keeping them away I am all 

ears!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I do have a view over the paddocks and the bird life is 

really colourful – I have my own flock of Corella’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I intend to stay involved with the club and once I get 

my feet on the ground hopefully can catch up with 

any locals so drop me a line at luby@xtra.co.nz if you 

want to. 
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 My Leo journey so far 

    Spring Issue The Leonberger  Club,  NZ 

 My love for Leonberger’s be-

gan when a family friend owned 
a Leo and many years ago, I al-
ways knew that someday I 
would own my own Leonber-
ger= 

In October 2012 I started my ex-
tensive research in into finding a 
breeder here in New Zea-
land.  Trusted Google provided 
me with contact details of a few 
breeders here in the North Is-
land, so as per my immediate 
instinct, I began phoning and 
emailing as many as I could, un-
til I found what I was looking for. 

Valuable advice sent me in the 
BOP region and it was then I al-
lowed myself to fall in love. 

Contact began with the breeder 
via email, and over the Christ-
mas break, my mother, best 
friend and myself travelled to 
meet the her and her Leo’s. It 
was then; I was told that they 
would be trying for a litter in the 
New Year. My excitement ex-
ploded and it was all I can think 
of. 

 New year came around and the 
waiting time grew longer, I be-
gan convincing my mother into 
allowing me to own a Leo – my 

did not do the little guy any jus-
tice. He was handsome, and he 
was mine. Signed, sealed and 
delivered. 

 He was settled very quickly, to 
my surprise. He enjoyed being 
by my side, exploring the back 
yard and it had only taken 2 
weeks and we were sleeping 
through most of night and our 
routine was set in place. Day 
by day he grew, and became 
heavier. Each week I weighed 
him, and again a couple more 
kilos were added! 

 Enrolled with a puppy class at 
our vet clinic, and of course he 
was the largest (25.4kgs) 
puppy to attend, excelled in the 
class and is looking forward to 
obedience school. 

On a daily basis Dev loves to 
splash in his pool with all toys, 
play fetch and walking on his 
lead. This of course keeps him 
happy.  

On the other hand, he has 
some cheeky habits that we are 
constantly trying to “nip in the 
bud” – loves to steal shoes and 
slippers, taking up most of the 
bed, chewing and tugging at 
pony tails, and tries to have the 

last say, along 
with this, he has 
developed a 
toddler attitude, 
pushes the lim-
its and I believe 
he has selective 
hearing... 

  

But all in all, he 
is my well-
behaved puppy! 

      

       Annelise 

“pros and cons” list, and con-
stant Google images, resulted 
in a ‘YES’. 

The decision between a dog 
and a bitch was somewhat in-
teresting and indecisive. I 
would love to have a dog. 

Dog names bounced from left 
and right, and the time spent in 
pet shops helped me to organ-
ize the accessories and the 
“needs” I would require for my 
new puppy.   

 May 17th puppies were born, 
what perfect timing as this was 
the day before my 21st party. 
Best birthday present to my-
self!. 

It wasn’t until puppies were 4 
weeks old till made the adven-
ture to meet the little bundles; 
name was picked, and acces-
sories were all purchased, al-
ready to have my little man 
home. Devryn is his name! 

 July 13th and it was the day I 
was to bring him home, up ex-
tra early that morning, and it 
was I, who was the most ex-
cited. Meeting him was the best 
moment, he had grown sooooo 
much in the last 4 weeks, and 
the photos (although gorgeous) 
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 Physical Exam Checklist for pets - part 3 

FINAL INSTALLMENT OF PHYSICAL EXAM CHECKLIST  

 Skin Turgor Test  
 

The skin turgor test may be the most helpful one to determine whether an 
animal is well hydrated.  This test can be affected by several factors other 
than hydration status, such as weight loss, age and general skin condition, 
but it can help you make a rough determination of your pet's hydration 
status.  To perform this test, pull the skin over the chest or back into a tent 
and release it quickly; avoid the skin of the neck as it's often too thick for 

this test.  Observe the skin as it returns to its resting position. 

Normal  

•The skin snaps back into position quickly. 

Abnormal 

•The skin returns slowly or remains slightly tented. This is a sign of possible dehydration. 
 

Knowing what is normal for your pet can help determine when things are not quite right and help if you 
need to seek professional advice.  Also performing these tasks often increases the bond you have with 

your pets and also helps when visiting the Vet as they are used to being handled. 

To identify an illness or abnormal situation, you must first be able to recognise what is normal for your pet.  
You know your pet better than anyone else and will have to decide when an abnormal situation warrants 
professional help.  Sometimes the condition is so serious it leaves no doubt.  Frequently, the changes are 
subtle or happen over a long period of time and it is important that they are recognised and addressed.  

Early recognition of a serious problem can save your pet's life. 

The following information teaches you how to examine your pet and determine what is normal.  The primary 
suggestion is to give your pet a "mini" physical exam occasionally when there is nothing wrong so you get 

used to what is normal for your pet.   

 Abdomen (Stomach)  
 

Touch and feel (palpate) the stomach. Start just behind the ribs and gently 
press your hands into the abdomen, feeling for abnormalities.  If your pet has 
just eaten, you may be able to feel an enlargement in the left part of the ab-
domen just under the ribs.  Proceed toward the rear of the body, passing your 

hands gently over the abdomen. 

Normal 

•No lumps, bumps, or masses 

•No discomfort on palpation 

•No distension of the abdominal wall. 

Abnormal 

•Any lump, bump, or mass may be abnormal.  

•Palpation causes groaning or difficulty breathing. Any evidence or indication of pain is a serious  

  finding. Use caution to avoid being bitten. 

•The abdomen feels hard or tense and it appears distended. 

Any pain felt during an abdominal palpation could be a problem. Consult your veterinarian. 



Q: Are Tux triangles 

any good for the dog?  

A: A Tux biscuit certainly 

has its uses. We  suggest 

they be given as a treat 

or a bedtime snack/bribe 

however we wouldn’t 

recommend it as food  

for a staple diet .  A giant 

breed requires more nu-

trition than Tux provides. 

 

Q:   What sort of collar 

and lead should I use on 

my Leo? 

 A:  There is a huge as-

sortment of collars to 

choose from and whilst 

we don’t believe there is 

a ‘better’ one we do not 

encourage the use of 

choke or prong training 

collars at all. Leos are 

best suited to training 

with encouragement and 

positive rewards than 

We, the committee,  don’t claim to know everything or to have all the answers to 

your questions but we will give you our opinions and advice based on our experi-

ences having collectively owned Leos for twenty years. 

punishment and neither 

of the two mentioned fit 

that category. 

Q: How old must my 

Leo be before going 

swimming?. 

A: It would be surprising 

if your Leo hasn’t already 

attempted to ‘swim’ in 

his/her water dish. Water 

and Leos go together so 

start swimming anytime 

you can. Be mindful that  

the dog should be at least 

12 months before at-

tempting any rescue 

training which involves 

towing of weighty ob-

jects. 

Q: Can my Leo do agil-

ity? 

A: Certainly. Leos are eas-

ily trainable as they only 

want to please you. How-

ever as per water training 

be sure they are fully 

grown before putting 

them through too much 

physical exercise. And 

don’t be too ambitious 

regards speed. They will 

do the job well but proba-

bly not fast so don’t be 

hoping for  competition 

wins. You will however 

have heaps of fun. 

 

Perhaps you have some 

other helpful suggestions 

for our writers. If you have 

anything else you wish to 

share with our readers or 

add to these comments 

please write to: 

info@lymac.co.nz 

We will continue to run a 

small column like this  so if 

you have a question then 

perhaps you could pen us a 

line so we can put it to the 

panel for the  next issue. 
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